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It a coalition of a ban donner , to give up to a proscription ; 
in which fenfe we, at this day, mention the ban of the em- 
pire. Ban, in our own old dialed, fignifies a curfe ; and to 
abandon , if confidered as compounded between French and 
Saxon, is exaftly equivalent to dirts devovere .] 

I* To give up, refign, or quit ; often followed by the particle to. 

4 The paffive gods behold the Greeks defile 
Their temples, and abandon to the fpoil 
Their own abodes 3 we, feeble few, confpire 
To fave a finking town, involv’d in fire. Dryd . /Encid . 

2. To defert. 

The princes ufing the paffions of fearing evil, and defiring 
to efcape, only to ferve the rule of virtue, not to abandon one’s 
felf, leapt to a rib of the fhip. Sidney , b . ii. 

Then being alone, 

Left and abandon d of his velvet friends, 

5 Tis right, quoth he 3 thus mifery doth part 
The flux of company. Sbakefp . As you like it* 

What fate a wretched fugitive attends, 

Scorn’d by my foes, abandon'd by my friends. Dryd . Mn.'l . 

3. To forfake, generally with a tendency to an ill fenfe. 

When he in prefence came, to Guyon firft: 

He boldly fpake, Sir knight, if knight thou be. 

Abandon this foreftalled place at erft, 

For fear of further harm, I counfel thee. 

Spenfer's Fairy JQueen, b. ii. cant . 4. Jlanz . 39. 
But to the parting goddefs thus fhe pray’d 3 
Propitious Hill be prefent to my aid, 

Nor quite abandon your once favour’d maid. Dryd. Fab . 
To abandon over. v. a . [a form of writing not ulual, per- 
haps not exaft.] To give up to, to refign. 

Look on me as a man abandon'd o'er 
To an eternal lethargy of love 3 
To pull, and pinch, and wound me, cannot cure. 

And but difturb the quiet of my death. Dryd. Sp . Friar . 

Abandoned, particip . adj . 
j. Given up. 

If fhe be fo abandon'd to her forrow, 

As it is fpoke, fhe never will admit me. 

Sbakefp Twelfth Night . 
Who is he fo abandoned to fottifh credulity, as to think, 
upon that principle, that a clod of earth in a fack, may ever, 
by eternal fhaking, receive the fabric of man’s body ? 

* Bentley s Sermons * 

Muft he, whofe altars on the Phrygian fhore, 

With frequent rites, and pure, avow’d thy pow’r. 

Be doom’d the worft of human ills to prove, 

Unblefs’d, abandon d to the wrath of Jove? 

Pope's Odyjfcy , b. i. /. 8o v 

1 . Forfaken, deferted. 

3. Corrupted in the higheft degree. In this fenfe, it is a con- 
traction of a longer form, abanidoned [given up] to wic- 
ked nefs. 

Abandoning. [A verbal noun from abandon.] Defertion, 
forfaking. 

He hoped his paft meritorious actions might outweigh his 
prefent, abandoning the thought of future aftion. Clarend. b. viii. 
Abandonment, n. f. [ abandonnement , Fr . ] 

1. The act of abandoning. 

2. The ftate of being abandoned. Dipt. 

Abanni'tion. n. f [Lat. abannitio.'] A banifhment for one or 

two years, among the ancients, for manflaughter. Dili. 

Abarcy. n. f In fatiablenefs. Diet . 

To Aba're. v. a. [ahajuan, Sax.] To make bare, uncover, 
or difclofe. Diet . 

Ab articula'tion. n. f [from ab, from, and articulus , a joint, 
Lat.] A good and apt conftruftion of the bones, by which 
they move ftrongly and eafily 3 or that fpecies of articulation 
that has manifeft motion. Diet. 

To Abase, v.a. [Fr. abaiffer, from the Lat. bafts , or bajfus , 
a barbarous word, fignifying low, bafe.] To caft down, to 
deprefs, to bring low, almoft always in a figurative and per- 
fonal fenfe. 

Happy fhepherd, with thanks to the gods, ftill think to be 
thankful, that to thy advancement their wifdoms have thee 
aba fed. Sidney , b. i. 

With unrefifted might the monarch reigns 3 
He levels mountains, and he raifes plains 3 
And, not regarding dift’rence of degree. 

Abas'd your daughter, and exalted me. Dryd . Fables . 

Behold every one that is proud, and abafe him fob,x 1 1 1. 
If the mind be curbed and humbled too much in children 3 
if their fpirrts be abafed and broken much by too ftrift an hand 
over them 3 they lofe all their vigour and mduflry, and are in 
a worfe ftate than the former. Locke on Education , § 46. 

Aba'sed. adj. [with heralds] is a term ufed of the wings of 
eagles, when the top looks downwards towards the point of 
the Afield ; or when the wings are fhut 3 the natural way of 
bearing them being fpread with the top pointing to the chief of 
the angle. Bailey. Chambers . 

Aba'semenT. n. f The ftate of being brought low 3 the 
' aft of bringing low 3 depreffion. 
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There is an abafement becaufe of glory; and there is. that 
Jifteth up his head from a low eftate. Eccleftajlicus , xx. 1 1 
To Aba'sh. v. a. [See BASHFUL.] To put into confufion * 
to make aftiamed. It generally implies a fudden impreffion of 
fhame. 

They heard, and were abaft' d , and up they fprung 
Upon the wing. Milton's Paradife Loft , b. i. /. 33 1# 

This heard, th’ imperious queen fat mute with fear; 

Nor further durft incenfe the gloomy thunderer. 

Silence was in the court at this rebuke : 

Nor could the gods, abajh'd , fuftain their fovereign’s look. 

Dryden's Fables. 

The paffive admits the particle at, fometimes of before the 

caufal noun. 

In no wife fpeak againft the truth, but be abafhed of the 
error of thy ignorance. Eccleftajlicus, iv. 25. 

I faid unto her, from whence is this kid ? is it not ftolea ? 
Render it to the owners, for it is not lawful to eat any thing 
that is ftolen. But fhe replied upon me, it was given for a 
gift, more than the wages : however, I did not believe her, 
but bad her render it to the owners : and I was abajhecl at her. 

Tob. ii. 13, 14, 

The little Cupids hov’ring round, 

(As pictures prove) with garlands crown’d, 

Abajh'd at what they faw and heard. 

Flew off, nor ever more appear’d. Swift's Mifcellajiies : 

To ABA'TE. v. a. [from the French ablatre, to beat down.] 

1. To leffen, to diminifh. 

Who can tell whether the divine wifdom, to abate the glory 
of thofe kings, did not referve this work to be done by a 
queen, that it might appear to be his own immediate work ? 

Sir John Davies on Ireland. 

If you did know to whom I gave the ring, 

And how unwillingly I left the ring, 

You would abate the ftrength of your difpleafure. 

Sbakefp. Merchant of Venice . 
Here we fee the hopes of great benefit and light from expo- 
fitors and commentators are in a great part abated ; and thofe 
whodaave moft need of your help, can receive but little from 
them, and can have very little afiurance of reaching the A- 
poftle’s fenfe, by what they find in them. 

Locke's Effay on St, Paul's EpiJUes. 

2. To dejeft, or deprefs the mind. 

This iron world (the fame he weeping fays) 

Brings down the ftouteft hearts to loweft ftate : 

For mifery doth braveft minds abate . Spenf Hubberd's Tolu 

■ Have they power ftill 

To banifh your defenders, till at length 
Your ignorance deliver you. 

As moft abated captives to fome nation 

That won you without blows ? Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 

T ime that changes all, yet changes us in vain. 

The body, not the mind ; nor can controul 

Th’ immortal vigour, or abate the foul. Dryden's JEneid. 

3. In commerce, to let down the price in felling, fometimes to 
beat dov/n the price in buying. 

To Abate. *v. n. To grow lefs; as, his paffion abates; the 
ftorm abates. It is ufed fometimes with the particle of before 
the thing lefiened. 

Our phyficians have obferved, that, in procefs of time, 
fome difeafes have abated of their virulence, and have, in a 
manner, worn out their malignity, fo as to be no longer mor- 
tal* Dryden's Hind and Panth. 

To Abate, [in common law.] 

It is in law ufed both aftively and neuterly ; as, to abate a 
caftle, to beat it down. Fo abate a writ, is, by fome exception, 
to defeat or overthrow it. A ftranger abateth, that is, entereth 
upon a houfe or land void by the death of him that laft ppf- 
felled it, before the heir take his pofleffion, and fo keepeth him 
out. Wherefore, as he that putteth out him in pofleffion, is 
faid to difleife : fo he that fteppeth in between the former pof- 
feflfor and his heir, is laid to abate. In the neuter fignification 
thus ; The v/rit of the demandment fliall abate , that is, fiiall be 
difabled, fruftrated, or overthrown. The appeal abateth by 
covin, that is, that the accufation is defeated by deceit. CoweL 


To Abate, [in horfemanflfip.' 
dov/n his curvets ; when wor 


A horfe is faid to abate or take 
cing upon curvets, he puts his 


two hind-legs to the ground both at once* and obferves the 
fame exaftnefs in all the times. DU L 

Abatement, n. f [ abatement , Fr.] 

1* The aft of abating or leflening. 

The law of works then, in Ihort, is that law, which re- 
quires perfeft obedience, without remiffioa or abate?ne?it ; fo 
that, by that law, a man cannot be juft, or juftified, without 
an exact performance of every tittle. " Locke* 

2. The ftate of being abated. 

^ Coffee has, in common with all nuts, an oil ftrongly com-’ 
bined and entangled with earthy particles. The moft noxious 
part oi oil exhales in roafting to the abatement of near one 
quarter oi its weight. Arbuthnot on alifnents. 

3. The fum or quantity taken away by the aft of abating. 

Xenophon tells us, that the city contained about ten thou- 

iand 
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abatements, thefe tyia . , y Q f t h e people 

Sleaive. mi§ht Swjt m the conU/is in Athens and Rome. 

±. The caufe of abating ; extenuation. mot j n£ , piety 

As our advantages towards pn --* ^ ^ fo w f n our 

” d Tb Trff Kf ’ <0 »<' ° f thcm ' W ' 

excufe be lefs, it we ne 0 i were ignorant 

cannot plead in 0 f inhabits, and the biafs 

of our duty, under t. Pi Attcrburys Sermons. 

of a wrong education. 

tTi a'coat'of arms> the dignity of it is absfed by 
reafon of fome ftain or difhonourable quality of the bearer. Did. 
Aba'ter, n.f The agent or caufe by which an abatemen is 

of acrimony or fharpnefs : expreffed oils of ripe 
vegetables, FJ— ° f “ 5 “ £. 

Aba tor. n. f. [a law-term.] One who intrudes into houics 
or land, that is void by the death of the former poffeflour, _as 

yet not entered upon or taken up by his heir. • 

A'batude. n. f. [old records.] Any thing dimimflied. Bailey. 

A b ature. 4 [a hunting term-] Thofe fprigs of grafs which 
are thrown down by a ftag in his palling by. , ' 

Abb. n.f. The yarn on a weaver’s warp ; a term 

ABBA. n. f. [Heb. IK] A Syriac word, which fignifies father. 
Abbacy .n.f. [Lat. Matin.] The rights or privileges of an 

abbot. See ABBLY. w . . r r 

According to Felinus, an abbacy is the dignity ltfelf, lincc 

an abbot is a term or word of dignity, and not of office ; and, 

therefore, even a fecular perfon, who has the care of fouls, 

is fometimes, in the canon law, alfo ftiled an abbot.^ 

Ayliffe's P ar ergon juris Lanonict . 

Abbess, n.f [Lat. abbatijfa , from whence the Saxon abu- 
birre, then probably abbatefs, and by contraction abbejje in 
Fr. and abbefs, Eng.] The fuperiour or governefs of a nuu r 
nery or monaftery of women. 

They fled 

Into this abbey, whither we purfued them 5 

And here the abbefs fhuts the gate on us. 

And will not fuffer us to fetch him out. 

Shakejp. Comedy of Err ours. 

I have a After, abbefs in Terceras, 

Who loft her lover on her bridal-day. Dryd. D. Sebafl . 

Conftantia s heart was fo elevated with the difeourfe of Fa- 
ther Francis, that the very next day fhe entered upon her vow. 
As foon as the folemnities of her reception were over, we re- 
tired, as it is ufual, with the abbefs into her own apartment. 

Addifon Spelt. N° 164. 

A'BBEY, or Abby. n.f [Lat. abbatia-, from whence probably 
firft Abbacy; which fee.] A monaftery of religious per- 
fons, whether men or women ; diftinguifhed from religious 
houfes of other denominations by larger privileges. See 
ABBOT. 

With eafy roads he came to Leicefter ; 

Lodg’d in the abbey , where the reverend abbot. 

With all his convent, honourably receiv’d him. 

Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

A'bbey-Lubbe n.n.f [See LUBBER.] A flothful loiterer in 
a religious houfe, under pretence of retirement and aufterity. 

This is no Father Dominic, no huge overgrown abbey- 
lubber ; this is but a diminutive fucking friar. Dryd. Sp.Fr. 
ABBOT, n.f [in the lower Latin abbas, from father, 
which fenfe was implied ; fo that the abbots were called pa- 
ir es, and abbefies matres monaflcrii . Thus Fortunatus to the 
abbot Paternus : Namnis offeium jure, Pat erne, geris / 
chief of a convent, or fellowfhip of canons. O: 
fome in England were mitred, fome not : thofe that wexe mi- 
tred, were exempted from the jurifdiftion of the diocefan, 
having in themfelves epifcopal authority within their precinfts, 
and being alfo lords of parliament. The other fort were fub- 
]cft to the diocefan in all fpiritual government. Cowel. 
See ABBEY. 

Abby. See Abbey. 

Abeotshtp. n.f The ftate or privilege of an abbot. 

To A B BR E' V I A TE. v. a. [Lat. abbreviare .] 

1 . Fo Ihorten by contraction of parts without lofs of the main 
fubftance. 

It L one thing to abbreviate by contracting, another by cut- 
ting off. . Bacon. Effay 26. 

The only invention .of late years, which hath any way con- 
tributed towards politenefs in difeourfe, is that of abbreviating 
or reducing words of many fyllables into One, by lopping; off 

ttic reft. Swift's Introduftion to genteel converjation . 
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The 
thefe, 
were mi- 


Diff. 
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*• ay very well C* the length of 

thcfAays before the Hood i which wer caMrmetti alter, lad 
in half this fpace contraaed into hundreds and threefcor . 

v Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. vi. c. o. 

Abbreviation* n.f. 

X. The aa of abbreviating: * .. . , t 

2. The means ufed to abbreviate, as charaaers fignifying whole 

Tuch is the propriety and energy of expreffion in them 

all that they never can be changed, but to diladvantage, ex 

rent in the circumftance of ufing abbreviations. 

P Swift’s Introduction to genteel converfation. 

Abbrevia'tor. n.f. [abbreviated, Fr.] One who abbreviates* 

or abridges. , T , 

Abbreviature, n.f [< abbreviatura , Dzz.j 

1. A mark ufed for the fake of fhortemng. 

2. A compendium or abridgement. • • p « 

He is a good man, who grieves rather *or him tha J - 
him than for his own fuffering ; who prays for h.m, that 
wrongs him, forgiving all his faults ; who fooner fliews mercy 
than anger ; who offers violence to his appeTTe iii all t 
endeavouring to fubdue the flefh to the fpint £ his is an ex 
cellent abbreviature of the whole duty 

AB BREUVOI' R. Tin French, a watering-place. ITis word 
fs derived by Menage, not much acquainted with the Teutonic 
dialers, from adbibare for adbibere -, but nKTe probably it conies 
from the fame root with brew. See BREW.] It fignifies, 
among mafons, the joint or juncture of two hones, oi the 
interftice between two ftones to be filled up with mortar. DuU 

X? Is ’taken for tlie alphabet ; as, he has not learned his a, b, c. 

2. Sometimes for the little book by which the elements ot reading 

are taught. _ . w . A 

To ABDICATE, v. a. [Lat. abdico.] To give up rignt ; to 

refign ; to lay down an office. 

Old Saturn, here, with upcaft eyes, jirr 

Beheld his abdicated (kies. Addtjom 

Abdica'tion. n.f \abdicatio, Lat.] Fhe act of ri 1 ic 9 
refignation ; quitting an office by one’s own proper aft beicre 

the ufual or ftated expiration. . . . 

Neither doth it appear how a prince’s abdication can maice 

any other fort of vacancy in the throne, than would be earned 
by his death ; fince he cannot abdicate for his children, other- 
wife than by his own confent in form to a bill from the two 
houfes. Swift on the Sentiments Gf a Church of England man . 
A'bdicative. adj. That which caules or implies an abdica- 

Di£f% 

tion • ^ i'll 1 

A'bditive. adj. [from abdo, to hide-.] that which has the 
power or quality of hiding. Di£f* 

ABDOMEN, n.f [Lat. from abdo, to hide.] A cavity com- 
monly called the lower venter or belly : It contains the fto- 
mach, guts, liver, fpleen, bladder, and is within lined with 
a membrane called the peritonaeum, i he lower part is called 
the hypogaftrium ; the foremoft pait is divided into tne 
epigaftrium, the right and left hypochondria, and the navel 3 
’tis bounded above by the cartilago enfiformis and the dia- 
phragm, fideways by the Ihort or lower ribs, and behind by 
the vertebrae of the loins, the bones of the coxendix, that ot 
the pubes and os facrum. It is covered with feveral mufcles, 
from whofe alternate relaxations and contractions in reipira- 
tion, digeftion is forwarded, and the due motion of all the 
parts therein contained promoted, both for fecretion and ex- 
pulfion. a Quincy. 

The abdomen confifts moreover of parts containing and 
contained. JVifenian's Surgery . 

Abdo mina l. ? relating to the abdomen. 

Abdo minous, b J 0 

To ABDU'CE'^.tf. \JLzt.abduco.'\ To draw to a different part ; 
to withdraw one part from another. A word chiefly uied in 
phyfic or fcience. 

And if we abduce the eye unto either corner, the objeft 
will not duplicate 3 for, in that pofition, die axis of the cones 
remain in the fame plain, as is demonftrated in the optics de- 
livered by Galen. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b . iii. c . 20. 

AbdU'cent. adj . Mufcles abducent, are thofe which ferve to 
open or pull back divers parts of the body 3 their oppoiites be- 
ing called adducent. Diet. 

Aedu'ction. n.f [ alduFtio , Lat.] 

1. The aft of drawing apart, or withdrawing one part from 
another. 

2. A particular form of argument. 

ABDU' CTOR. n. f [ abdultor , Lat.] The name given by 
anatomifts to the mufcles, which ferve to draw back the feveral 
members. 

In purfuance of this theory, he fuppofed the conftriftors of 
the eylehds muft be ftrengthened in the fuperciiicus 3 the ab- 
ductors in drunkards, and contemplative men, who have 
the fame fteady and grave motion of the eye. 

Arbuthnot and Pope's Mart in us Scriblerus. 

Abece- 






